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Charles X. (1757-1836), King of France, was born at Versailles. After the restoration of the French monarchy, the direction of affairs, owing to the weakness of his brother, Louis xvm., was largely committed to his charge. After Louis's death in 1824 Charles ascended the throne, and called Prince Polig-nac to power. Polignac appealed to the traditional French love of glory, and organized the expedition against Algeria. But the French were not so dazzled by the military glories as to pardon the ordinances of July 25 suspending the liberty of the press and dissolving the chambers. Charles was compelled to abdicate, the crown being offered t > Louis Philippe, who accepted it. Charles retired to England. See Vedrenne's Vie de Charles X. (3 vob. 1879), and Lamartine's Histoire de la Restauratior, (1852).

Charles II. (1661-1700), King of Spain, son of Philip iv.; succeeded to the throne in 1665, under the regency of his mother, Maria Anna of Austria. Weak bodily and mentally, he left the government of the country to various favorites, and during his reign Spain fell very low. Charles, having no heir, bequeathed the throne to Philip of Anjou, grandson of Louis xiv. of France; this subsequently gave rise to the War of the Spanish Succession. Charles was the last of the Hapsburgs to occupy the Spanish throne.

Charles III., (1716-88), King of Spain, eldest son of Philip v. by his second marriage with Elizabeth Farnese. Through the energetic action of his mother he became in 1731 Duke of Parma. In 1738 he succeeded as King of Naples and Sicily and ruled the country wisely. On the death of his brother, Ferdinand vi* (i759)) he became also King of Spain. He was an ally of France in the war with England, and by the treaty of Paris in 1763 surrendered Florida to England, receiving at the same time the cession of Louisiana from France. He also joined France in aiding the American colonies during the Revolutionary War, and when peace was concluded received Florida again. His internal policy was most beneficial to his country. He abolished certain clerical abuses, curtailed the power of the Inquisition, and expelled the Jesuits from Spain. Nearly all the great buildings of Madrid date from this time. Spanish literature also flourished in his reign. See William Coxe's Memoirs of the Kings of Spain of the House of Bourbon, 1700-88; Danvila y Col-lado's Reinado de Carlos III.

Charles IV. (1748-1819), King of Spain, son of Charles UL; born at Naples; succeeded

his father in 1788, and at first followed in his footsteps. Eventually, however, he entrusted the Government to Manuel de Godoy the favorite of his wife, and through him was led to declare war against France (1793), and finally to conclude with her (1797) an offensive and defensive alliance, which involved Spain in a war with England and Portugal. Spain lost several colonies, her maritime commerce was destroyed, and her fleet annihilated at Trafalgar (1805). After the revolt in favor of Charles's son, Ferdinand, Charles was persuaded by Napoleon to abdicate the throne of Spain in Napoleon's favor, May 6, 1808. He retired later to Rome, where he died. See Muriel's Historia de Carlos IV.

Charles I., King of Portugal. See Carlos.

Charles VII., King of Sweden, reigned from 1155 to 1167, succeeding his father, King Sverker. The first Six Swedish Charleses are an invention of the chronicler Johannes Magnus.

Charles VIII. (1409-70), King of Sweden, of the Bonde family. On the death of Christopher, last representative of the united monarchy of Denmark and Sweden, Charles was elected King by the Swedes (1448), but in 1457 was driven from the throne by a conspiracy and in 1467 was acknowledged King once more, this time keeping the throne till his death. The wrhole of his reign was engaged in a continuous struggle against the Danish party in Sweden.

Charles IX, (1550-1611), King of Sweden, youngest and ablest son of Gustavus i. (Vasa). After the death of his brother John in 1592 he summoned the Synod of Upsala to complete the religious reformation begun by his father. It was his ambition to make Sweden the leading Protestant Power in Europe.

Charles X. (1622-60), King of Sweden, son of the Count Palatine, John Casimir of Zweibrikken, and Catherine, daughter of Charles ix., was born at Nykoping. On Christina resigning in his favor, he was crowned king at Upsala (1654). I*1 the following year he conquered the whole of Poland. Meanwhile the Dutch, jealous of Charles's commanding position, incited Denmark also to declare war upon him. In 1658 Charles compelled Denmark to sign the humiliating Peace of Roskilde, whereby she surendered to Sweden the provinces of Halland, Scania, Ble-kinge, Bonus, Bornholm, and the diocese of Trondhjem in Norway.

Charles XL (1655-97), King of Sweden, only child of Charles x.3 succeeded his father